
"It's for Animals!" 

...we exclaim. "Ditch drinking is not for humans. And we 
don't mean creeks or streams, either - ditches!"

As we daily feed on God's Word, we are nourished 
and guided in how to lovingly serve Him. In studying the 
Bible's history of the Jews and others, we see the sorry 
outcome when they (and we) moan and hanker for only 
what we want; which certainly does NOT include 
drinking out of ditches with the animals.

But look at the event starting some verses before 
2Kings 3:16 - 27. There are so many lessons wrapped up 
in the event, it will take your careful study. Just a couple 
that stand out are (1) the responsibility the people were 
given for timely prayer, and (2) the other is that God's 
provision went far above getting them a drink.

At first they didn't know their enemy was watching 
and ready to destroy them. If the Jews knew what God 
knew, that day, and every day, their obedience, 
countenance, and testimony would be that which spreads 
joy to others. For the same reasons, our testimony and 
manner of living would be joyful also. We need to 
remember that Bible joy is lots more than laughter etc. 
Bible joy comes from Jesus in a way that carries us 
through spiritual and literal storms. I like what John 
15:11 teaches me, "These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full."

All of scripture testifies of God's deep abiding love 
and provisions for us. When we hear the doctor tell us 
that we, or someone else we know, has  "Stage 4 Cancer", 
we must not let Satan whisper lies of darkness and doom 
in our ears and minds. While we don't see God's full plan 
for the moment, we must trust that He has provided for 
more than what our earthly mind and heart can desire.

Let's be careful to realize the suffering of Christ on 
Calvary was far greater than we can imagine - and it paid 
the sin debt for each of us - as nothing else can.
JOYFULLY share with others that God is in control with 
loads of His love and provision. Proper nourishment is 
crucial. FEED on His word and promises daily.

A missionary wife bedridden with terminal 
Osteoporosis said each day of severe suffering, ended 
with a victorious spirit and a gratitude to the Lord, is a 
Thank You of tears for the Suffering and Sacrifice on 
Calvary.    ~ ~ ~
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